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A SCHEMATIC LOOK AT CATION EXCHANGE

CEC 25 CECS
MORE CLAY, MORE POSITIONS LOW CLAY CONTENT,
TO HOLD CATIONS FEWER POSITIONS TO HOLD CATIONS

50 CEC N— ———— 0 CEC
{(Heavy ' “mEs Common CEC Range B (Sand)
Clay)
SOME PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS
Soils with CEC 11-50 Range Soils with CEC 1-10 Range
= High clay content = High sand content
* Mare lime required 1o correct a given pH e Nitrogen and potassium leaching more likely
= Greater capacity 1o hold nutrients in a given = | ess lime required to carrect a given pH
s0il depth = Physical ramifications of a scil with a high
* Physical ramifications of a soil with a high sand content
clay content = Low water-holding capacity
s High water-holding capacity
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