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The plants are grown from seeds In the starter
greenhouse and "graduate" to the hydroponics
greenhouse as seedlings. Seedlings are planted in a
sterile rock wool made from melted igneous rock. A
computer-controlled system provides water and a
changing formula of nutrients to the plants through small
plastic tubes. Each plant is pruned to a single leader that
IS trained to grow up and down a string and can grow to
as much as 40 feet in length:
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A small germinatingﬂggwie&d,jgygﬁtarting transplants



\A,u: \ el..glq Jac)



p o el ]
i S i A i3 i #‘

TR
Wi v TERNY P B WL
LIFLOWER

lue il Glea /3 i)









-y .

o' -
e -
5

[ =

s

i 1 o _._J
g e AT U T ﬂ%"“ ol e
m‘frﬂ.-ﬂ'lh Eﬁa e, £l 2 ||-"..1' ;-J:!'.I. : .LF?':::E& J-I...;:-







Eggplant is a cold-sensitive vegetable that requires a long warm
season for best yields. The culture of eggplant is similar to that of
bell pepper, with transplants being set in the garden after all
danger of frost is past. Eggplants are slightly larger plants than
peppers and are spaced slightly farther apart. Eggplant requires
careful attention for a good harvest. Small-fruited, exotic-colored
and ornamental varieties can be grown in containers and used for

decorations. e s sla /s Sl
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Eggplant grows rapidly in self-watgﬁjgogﬂ@mégpﬁﬁlled with shredded coconut fiber
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Eggplants will begin to flower and set fruit 6 to 8
weeks after transplanting. After that it will take
about 3 weeks for the fruit to be ready although it
can be harvested and eaten at any earlier stage
of development. Fruit should be harvested while
still glossy. Before the color dulls, the seeds
become dark and the flesh becomes bitter.
Because the stems are tough, use a sharp knife
or hand clippers to remove the fruit from the
plant. Eggplants do not have a long shelf life and
should be used quickly after harvest. They will
keep for about 7 to 10 days at 45° to 50 f.
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http://www.heartyroots.com/uploaded_images/Eggplant-799031.jpg

Figure 108. - mngitudé;glm f lapt flower, x6. Dotted areas
indicate variation in length of sthde and in positions of stamens.
Insert showws pores of another tubes enlarged.
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http://africa.eduprojects.net/agriculture/media/MY PHOTOS/My New Hulbam/Big eggplant harvest-highres.jpg
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The eggplant are enjoying
the hot weather


http://www.boistfortvalleyfarm.com/gallery/show.php?directory=summer03&currentPic=7




Maturity Indices
Eggplant fruit are harvested at a range of
developmental stages. Depending on cultivar
and temperature, the time from flowering to
harvest may be 10 to 40 days. Generally fruit
are harvested immature before seeds begin to
significantly enlarge and harden. Firmness
and external glossiness are also indicators of
a pre-maturity condition. Eggplant fruit
become pithy and bitter as they reach an over
mature condition.
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Farmers market
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BROAD MITE DAMAGE

BAREGROUND
LIVING MULCH CONVENTIONAL




REDUCING DISEASE INCIDENCE WITH
LIVING MULCH
BAREGROUND

CONVENTIONAL

LIVING MULCH
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Asian Eggplant.
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Eggplant with

tomatoes
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Grafting tomato on eggplant rootstock is
one way of eliminating bacterial wilt, which
IS a very destructive disease of tomato
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Wilting during the late morning Is
a good Indication that the crop
needs irrigation. Eggplant is a
medium-rooted crop with a root
zone depth of 90 cm in well-
drained soil. Irrigate soil to at
least 45 cm deep.
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The method of irrigation
depends on soll texture,
topography, and water supply.
Generally, furrow (surface)
Irrigation and drip irrigation
systems are used. In addition,
mulching with black plastic will
maintain more uniform soll
moisture between jrrigations



Froure 1. Bave grownd producoon of
eraplants, Note fidd 15 weed-firee with
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Fioure 6. Colorado potato heeﬂe
aduhts feeding oneraplant







©T.A. Zitter

Phytophthora capsicr
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Verticilhum Wilt
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Bacterial wilt

IS very destructive, especially in the hot, wet season.
Plants wilt and die suddenly.




Eggplant suffers from several soil-borne diseases
including Damping off, Bacterial wilt, and
Verticillium wilt. Damping off fungi (Pythium,
Phytophtora and Rhizoctonia) attack germinating
seeds, creating lesions on the stems and later the
collapse of seedlings. Soll sterilization and seed
treatment are recommended control practices




Japanese eggplants
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Damping Off Bacterial Verticillium Wilt
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Phomopsis Blight
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@T.A. Zitter

Phytophthora capsici
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