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• Some fungi produce antibiotics

– Penicillin was the first antibiotic to be 
discovered

Figure 17.20B
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• Fun gi are also  im portant as food

– M ush room s are th e fruiting bodies o f 
subterran ean  fungi

– Y easts (unicellu lar fun gi) are essential for baking 
and beer an d w ine production

– F un gi are used to ripen 
certain  ch eeses

Figure 17.20A
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The spores in 
Penicillium
often contain 
blue or green 
pigments which 
give the 
colonies on 
foods and 
feeds their 
characteristic 
colour. It is the 
spores in the 
blue cheese 
that give the 
colour to the 
cheese.

Penicillium italicum and
Penicillium digitatum  
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Penicillium notatum
and P. chrysogenumin the

production of the antibiotic penicillin




by-product of Penicillium notatum


Alexander Fleming





P.
roquefortii

near the French village of Roquefort.



Roquefort, Brie,
Camembert, Stilton


Penicillium chrysogenum
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Penicillium

The name Penicillium comes from penicillus = brush, and this is based on 
the brush-like appearance of the fruiting structures 
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