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Program Differences

A PhD is designed for college graduates who
are interested in doing original and applied
research that tests theory and adds to the
existing knowledge in their particular field or
discipline. A PhD program can help you learn
how to:

A professional doctorate is designed for
working professionals who have practical
experience in their field and want to increase
their knowledge, advance their careers, and
translate their work experience into a higher
position of credibility, leadership, and influence.
A professional doctorate program can help
learn how to:

Analyze theories and concepts within your
field.

e Evaluate the relevance of current and
emerging theories and practices within your
field.

Evaluate the relevance of seminal, current,
and emerging theories within your field.

Formulate effective solutions to complex,
real-world problems common to your field.

Assess identified gaps in the current

research literature.

Apply current research to practical problems
in your field.

Advance the body of knowledge in your field
through original research.

Design rigorous research that expands the
professional body of knowledge in your field.

Communicate effectively to an academic
audience and general stakeholders.

Degree Completion Differences

A PhD dissertation requires you to conduct
research into an approved area of study within
your discipline. While this can be in an area that
has not yet been explored, it often
complements existing knowledge by adding
new or missing research. Completing the
dissertation takes multiple steps including:

A professional doctoral study requires you to
identify a real-world problem within your field
and research it thoroughly with the intent of
uncovering new understandings that can
eventually lead to new solutions. Completing
the study takes multiple steps, which may
include:

e Drafting a dissertation prospectus and
orally defending proposal to a committee.

e Creating a proposal that describes the
problem to solve, the design of study, and
the methodology to use.

Completing the research.

Orally defending proposal to the committee.

I
Writing the research dissertation, which
includes your methods, findings, literature
review, and conclusions.

Collecting data and writing findings.

Orally  defending your
dissertation to a committee.

completed

Orally defending your the

committee.

findings to
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