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Abstract

This research deals with a strange and unique phenomenon not only in the
temples of Egypt in the Pharaonic era but also in the temples of eras, which is the
existence of steps in the Holy of Holies area specifically some Egyptian temples
built in the eras, and this phenomenon appeared in two templs only "Palace
Algoath and Palace Azayan" which are found in Alkhaga area in the new Valley.

This research aims to study the phenomenon of the existence of steps
inside the Holy of Holies area specifically in the room, which is located to the left
of the Holy of Holies in these temples, which researchers overlooked but
mentioned by some people as a mere staircase used to climb to the second floor of
the temple or the surface of the temple, without exposure to the nature and
function, the research aims also at studying the reasons for the existence of such a
phenomenon and described inside the temple, studying the origin of this
phenomenon Is it an Egyptian phenomenon that due to different religious or
political circumstances of the society and the artist inherited from the temples in
the Pharaonic era, or is it a foreign phenomenon the architect brought of Greek or
Romani temples, or whether it was a new phenomenon in the temples of eras in a
specific area due to normal, political and religious conditions, and all of which
have not been studied before.

The research results in:

- The study proved that it was the first time to establish steps inside the Holy

of Holies area;

- The study showed that these temples were not divine temples of a purely
religious nature, but were used as temples for inspired Consulting;

- The study demonstrated the uniqueness of this phenomenon in these
temples, "Algoath Palace and the Palace of Azayan™

— The study showed a difference between function of stairs in holy of holies
as stairs located in the hallway were used to climb to the second floor of
the temple, or the surface of the temple, it was also used during religious
cereminies, while the stairs located in the Holy of Holies area was used to
climb the priest above the holy of Holies without to give advice to
applicants, as well as the provision of prophecy and answer questions from
visitors to the temple

— The study showed that it was the first time to portray Alrkhitt bird in the
area of the Holy of Holies and it was known to be a symbole for general
public for the ancient Egyptian, and this confirms that people enter the area
before the Holy of Holies only.
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" B.Porter& R.Moss, Topographical Bibliography of ancient Egyptian hieroglyphic texts,

reliefs, and paintings, Vol.70, (Oxford, 1951),p.293
® Porter&Moss, pp.292 — 293, No.3
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S.Sauneron, Les Temples Greco-Romains de L Oasis de Khrargeh, BIFAO 55, (Le Caire,
1956), p.29;G.Lefebvre, Atravers la Moyenne-Egypte documents et notes, ASAE 13, (Le
Caire1914), P.8; G.Hoskins, Visit to The Great Oasis of The Libyan Desert, (London

,1837), p.170; R.Naumann, Bauwerke der Oase Khargej, MDAIK 8, (Berlin ,1939) , P.11.
19 3.Beadnell, An Egyptian Oasis, (London, 1909), p.97
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' E Melas, Temples and Sanctuaries of Ancient Greece, (London,1973) , p.48.

> wilkinson R.H., Reading Egyptian Art, Ahieroglyphic Guide to ancient Egyptian

Painting Sculpture Solvenia, 1992, p.171; Fischer H., Some Emblmaticuses of Hieroglyphs

with Particular reference to an Archaicritud vessel, MMJ 5, 1972, p.179.

18 Vivian G., The Western Desert of Egypt,(Cairo, 2003), pp.343-344.

Wy ST s Ly Raipll by ilagll uaadl 2 jae 2 Byl Blall A (olpdl gl Ay
SYUr o @Y 0 (A US Y Anala (AW AU Bygdde il ¢yl o

Gascou J.,Wagner.G.,, Deux Voyages Archeologique dans l'oasis de

khargeh,BIFAO,(Caire,1990), p.39.

19 E.M.Husselman, Karanis, Topography and Architecture, (University of Michigan, 1979),

pp.7-8; R.N.Hewison, The Fayum-Aparactical Guide,2ed,edition,(The American University

in Cairo, 1984), pp.39-41; E.K.Gazda, Karanis,An Egyptian Town in Roman Times,

(University of Michigan, 1983), p.32; Boak A.E.R. , Karanis The Temples, Coin hoards,

Botanical and Zological Reports season 1942-31, (University of Mitchigan, 1933), p.6.

2 AE.R.Boak, Karanis, The Temples,Coin hoards, botanical and Zoological reports

Seasons, 1924-1, (University of ichigan, 1933), p.53.
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%2 Countries, Vol. I,Pococke. R., Description of The East and Some Other (London, 1940),

pp.61-64.
83, Cauville, Le Temple de Dendera, Le Caire, 1990), P.5.
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%8 J.Beadnell, 1909, p.97
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